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Flathead County Weed/Parks/Recreation 

MINUTES 

Board of Directors  

Meeting Date:  January 9, 2012  
 

Members of the Board in attendance: 

Clyde Fisher, Elise Robocker, Ray Sanders, Pete Woll 

 

Members of the Board not in attendance: 

Jim Buechle 

 

Also in attendance: 

Jed Fisher, Superintendent; Gordon Jewett, Assistant Superintendent; and Michele Haarr, Clerk 

 

Others Present: 

 

Danielle Coffman – Foys to Blacktail Trails 

Sean Conrad – City of Kalispell 

Skip Gilmore – Bigfork Advisory Committee 

Sharon Hopkins – Bigfork Advisory Committee 

Tom Jentz – City of Kalispell 

Tamara Tanberg – Lakeside Advisory Committee 

Jennifer Drew – Lakeside Advisory Committee 

 

Call to Order 

 

A regular meeting of the Board of Directors, Flathead County Weed, Parks & Recreation, was held in the 

conference room at 311 FFA Drive, Kalispell, Montana, on January 9, 2012.  The meeting convened at 

8:32AM, Chairman Sanders presiding. 

 

Chairman Sanders introduced Pete Woll as a returning Board Member. 

 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Minutes of the December 5, 2011 meetings of the Flathead County Weed, Parks & Recreation Board of Directors 

were distributed to the members of the Board.  

 

Clyde Fisher made a motion to approve the December 5, 2011 minutes. 

Elise Robocker seconded the motion. 

There being no further discussion ~ and all in favor, the minutes were approved.  

 

Public Comment 

 

There was no public comment. 

 

City of Kalispell Update on Growth Policy 

 

Tom Jentz presented a map showing the City of Kalispell and land extending 3 miles out from City boundaries.  

The City is in the process of updating the overall development plan to address the next 20 years. This includes 
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transportation; water, sewer & storm water; and a parks plan.  The current growth policy for 2020 has been in 

place for 12 – 13 years and is outdated.  In addition, the Board was provided with a copy of correspondence 

from Tom Jentz and a pamphlet entitled “2011 City of Kalispell Growth Policy Update” – see Attachment A-1 

& A-2. 

 

The purpose of attendance at this meeting was to query the Board regarding issues, problems and/or concerns.  

They have met with Eagle Transit recently, in addition to rural fire departments; water & sewer departments; 

school boards; parks committees & city committees.  Pete Woll suggested meeting with the Conservation 

District as well.    

 

 Annexation That Includes a County Park   

Superintendent Jed Fisher questioned the process and outcome when the City annexes an area that contains a 

County park.  Mr. Jentz replied that the City has doubled its physical size over the last 10 years.  People request 

annexation rather than the City initiating it.  City Parks & Recreation Director Mike Baker is willing to take 

over a park(s) if the County is willing to donate it.   When Mr. Fisher asked about the possibility of the County 

getting reimbursed for capital improvements Jentz indicated that was not an option.  Jentz stated that State law 

bars the City from taking over public lands.   

 

In the past, the City has allowed additional density for developers, who then develop the parks.  The City has a 

Parks Maintenance District which allows creation of a small subdivision assessment to manage and maintain a 

park if it is not being properly maintained.   

 

 Noxious Weed Control Coordination 

Fisher indicated that the County is beginning to see noxious weeds within City limits and would like to see a 

City weed liaison person in order to streamline communication, follow up on complaints, and coordinate control 

efforts.  This will allow the County to deal with concerns expeditiously and save taxpayer money.  Jentz replied 

that noxious weed laws are weak and the City relies more on the fire code which indicates weeds cannot be over 

8” after July 1
st
. 

 

 County Maintenance Facility on Main Street 

Fisher thanked the City for the cooperative effort on the 50/50 cost share for sidewalks at the Earl Bennett 

Building and Courthouse West.  County staff have approached the City Planning Department recently regarding 

requirements for building a shop on County property located on Hwy 93 and 12
th

 Street West property.  The 

requirement that any building needs to have an office space/professional look seems excessive, given the 

existing surrounding area.  Jentz responded that it is important to look toward the future and what we ultimately 

want to see as opposed to what exists.  He further indicated that if the building was pushed back toward the 

alley, with some attractive landscaping treatment it would go a long way in the approval process. 

 

 County Resident Fees for City Services 

Fisher questioned why County residents pay more for City services than City residents.  Jentz cited the City 

pool as an example where the City paid for the construction and residents throughout the County may use it.  

This was a split decision on the City Council. 

 

 Legal Concerns with Parks 

Superintendent Fisher questioned whether the City has experienced any legal concerns with its parks.  Jentz 

indicated that the City usually has revisionary language or deed restrictions.  Further, almost always people 

want parks first, and then trails. 

 

Jentz summarized stating that it is early in the planning process and there is time for further consideration and 

written comment.  In addition, public comment will be solicited.  It is anticipated that the process will be 

complete in one year. 
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Cash-In-Lieu Discussion 

 

Superintendent Jed Fisher reminded the Board that the Cash-In-Lieu portion of the budget discussion should 

take place at the next Board meeting.  Mr. Fisher referenced a list of requests presented last year and indicated 

this list will be attached to these minutes – see Attachment “B”.  All funds budgeted for the 2011/2012 fiscal 

year will be expended by the end of the fiscal year.  Mr. Fisher asked advisory committee representatives to be 

ready to present requests and costs at the next meeting.   

 

Fisher encouraged creative planning that allows non-profit groups to accomplish a portion of the work effort 

after which the property could be transferred to the County.  This approach will get the most bang for the buck 

and save the taxpayers a substantial amount of money.  

 

Bigfork Advisory Report 

 

Skip Gilmore reported that a meeting was held last month and there was not much to report. The group will be 

meeting again next week and have been discussing proposed projects and cost for the upcoming fiscal year. 

 

Sharon Hopkins reported that there is a developing concern over a 30’ easement ownership at Eagle Cove.  An 

adjacent landowner is attempting to block public access to an existing easement of record.  Ms. Hopkins 

suggested that the County establish a presence at this location through signing and/or fencing.  There was also a 

suggestion that the County turn the land over to Fish, Wildlife and Parks to be used as a parking area adjacent to 

a wildlife protection zone located there. 

 

Superintendent Jed Fisher reported that former Senator Bob Keenan will make a 15K donation to the County 

Commissioners to be used at Sliter Park.  The presentation will take place at 9AM on Tuesday, January 10, 

2012.  There was discussion regarding turning the lease or management of the lease over to a local business 

group.  The location of the park across a bridge and at the end of the road, along with the proximity to the 

downtown businesses suggest that this would be a viable consideration.   

 

Pete Woll reported that the power company plans to bring in an excavator to remediate contaminated soil 

immediate adjacent to the park. 

 

Foys/Herron Advisory Report 

 

There was no one present. 

 

Foys to Blacktail Trails Report 

 

Danielle Coffman reported that the group closed on Phase II of land acquisition for Herron Park, adding an 

additional 60 acres to the property.  They are continuing to work on a new map which will better label trails. 

 

Assistant Superintendent Gordon Jewett reported that boundary signs will be posted along the new boundary 

lines to clearly identify Herron Park and to avoid encroachment on neighboring properties. 

 

Lakeside Advisory Report 

 

Tamara Tanberg asked how much parks and trails overlap.  Superintendent Jed Fisher replied that the County 

Planning & Zoning Department takes the initial lead on trails, however, if the trail is within ½ mile of a school 

the County maintains it.  Mr. Fisher further stated that there is a nominal budget in the amount of 20K to cover 

all trail maintenance.  This falls substantially short of the maintenance needs. 
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Ms. Tanberg expressed a concern with citizens traveling safely to the parks.  Fisher suggested that the money 

for trails and trail maintenance be solicited from private sources.  Community Transportation Enhancement 

Program (CTEP) funds cannot be accepted without guaranteed maintenance. 

 

Middle Forks Advisory Committee 

 

There was no one present. 

 

Other Business 

 

Superintendent Jed Fisher reported that the office staff will attend the annual Montana Weed Control 

Association’s 55
th

 Annual Conference in Great Falls leaving Tuesday January 10 and returning Thursday, 

January 12, 2012. 

 

Assistant Superintendent Gordon Jewett reported that there were 2 dog versus dog issues and 2 people verses 

dog issues at Herron Park over the past week.  Mr. Jewett endorsed the Board’s decision to increase the fine and 

enforce the regulation. 

 

Adjourn 

 

Clyde Fisher made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:20AM. 

Pete Woll seconded the motion 

There being no discussion, and all in favor ~ the motion was carried. 

 
The time and place of the next regular meeting is Monday, February 6, 2012 at 8:30 AM in the conference room at 

311 FFA Drive, Kalispell, Montana. 








